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DP Is The Party Of The Bigger Picture

UPCOMING EVENTS

11th September 2021
Distribution of Seeds to Teso Sub 
Region

DP launches “The Permanent 
Campaign”

President General Norbert Mao addressing the weekly press conference 
at Timisha Hotel in Soroti City. On the left is Mr. Oyonga Fred the DP 
Regional Representative (Teso) and on the right is Hon. Ilakut John 
Charles the DP Parliamentary candidate for Kumi County.

The Demo-
cratic Party 
launched 
what it calls 

“The Permanent 
Campaign” last week 
in a press conference 
held on Tuesday 
24th, August 2021in 

Soroti City. Speak-
ing to journalists 
at Timisha Hotel in 
Soroti City the DP 
President Norbert 
Mao announced 
that DP will engage 
itself in “The Per-
manent Campaign”. 

“We have suffered 
electoral setbacks 
because our party 
structures often go to 
sleep after elections 
and only wake up a 
few months to voting 
day. The political 
machine goes rusty 
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“We have suffered 
electoral setbacks 
because our party 

structures often go to 
sleep after elections 
and only wake up a 

few months to voting 
day. The political 

machine goes rusty 
and cranking it to life 
takes time. We have 
to constantly be in 
the political arena 

talking to voters and 
listening to their con-
cerns and identifying 
ourselves with their 

daily struggles”

and cranking it to life takes time. 
We have to constantly be in the 
political arena talking to voters 
and listening to their concerns and 
identifying ourselves with their 
daily struggles”, Norbert Mao said.

The DP President started the day 
with an early morning talk show at 
Voice of Teso radio where he chal-
lenged President Museveni to walk 
his talk on the observation of Hu-
man Rights by the police and other 
security agencies. In response to a 
question by the talk show host Mao 
said DP is the foremost champion 
of constitutionalism, the rule of law 
and human rights. He announced 
that soon DP is launching a Legal Aid 
Clinic which will offer free services 
to citizens countrywide through a 
network of lawyers affiliated with 
the party. “DP is the party that took 

legal action through the courts of 
law to restore multiparty politics and 
to outlaw some of the most oppres-
sive provisions of public order laws. 
Ugandans should trust DP when it 
comes to good governance, human 
rights and the rule of law”, Mao said. 

Mao thanked the voters of Teso for 
electing some of the candidates who 
stood on the party ticket. He de-
clared that some of the leaders like 
those elected to districts of Amuria 
and Kapelebyong will demonstrate 
DP’s long tested and tried capacity to 
lead with integrity and competence. 
He expressed hope that by the next 
elections the credibility of DP will be 
enhanced countrywide. 

Mao expressed concern about the 
famine that is ravaging parts of Teso, 
the surge in coronavirus cases, the 

collapse of the health facilities and 
the alarming decline in education 
standards. He pledged that DP would 
be a strong and consistent voice in 
support of much-needed interven-
tions to compel the government to 
provide food aid, to invest more re-
sources in health facilities and anti 
coronavirus measures and to uplift 
education standards.

This campaign shall keep the par-

ty afloat in the political arena of the 
country by standing with the people 
in all circumstances, after all, isn’t 
DP the Party of Justice for all? The 
Party commits to continue standing 
on the side of the people.

The Journalists in picture while covering the Press Conference
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Editorial
DP Witnesses The Launch Of The 
Legislative Agenda of National 
Unity Platform

Last Friday the Leader of the 
Opposition Rt. Hon. Mathias 
Mpuuga invited the Demo-
cratic Party President, Secre-

tary General and DP Parliamentary 
Whip to parliament to witness the 
launch of the legislative agenda of 
the National Unity Platform which 
is the Official Opposition. The date 
however coincided with the burial of 
the fallen Deputy Inspector General 
of Police Lt. Gen. Paul Lokech. The 
DP President and DP Parliamentary 
Whip thus gave their apologies. The 
party attended the launch but made 
it clear that it could not own the 
agenda since it was not developed 
with its participation as an institu-
tion. Below is the speech delivered 
by the Secretary General on behalf 
of the Democratic Party.

 Parliamentary Buildings
Friday 27th August, 2021

I’m pleased to represent the Presi-
dent of the Democratic Party at this 
function. Hon. Norbert Mao is away 
in Pader for the burial of the late Maj. 
Gen. Paul Lokech. I, therefore, bring 
his apologies. He however told me 
that he called the LOP and personal-
ly conveyed his apologies. In all cir-
cumstances, you can always count 
on President Norbert Mao to be a 
true gentleman.

The Democratic Party believes in 
constructive engagement. We be-
lieve that the biggest problem in 
young democracies like Uganda is 
the winner-take-all politics. Our 
policy regarding constructive en-
gagement is simple: We believe 
that Consensus-building is an es-
sential part of nation-building. 
Cooperation for the larger good of 
the nation has been a  cornerstone 
of our approach as the Democrat-
ic Party. We denounce the politics 
of unwarranted confrontation and 
negativism. We believe that in a 
multi-party democracy likes ours, 
constructive dialogue,  consultation 

and cooperation between the ruling 
and opposition parties and among 
opposition parties is, not only de-
sirable but essential.  It has become 
all the more necessary since several 
major national issues confronting 
Uganda today cannot be effectively 
addressed without evolving a broad 
platform of national consensus.

We remain unapologetic about our 
policy of not practising “political 
untouchability”  vis-a-vis any par-
ty. In all issues of national impor-
tance where a national consensus 
is needed, we always adopt a pol-
icy of dialogue and consultation 
with other political parties. We are 
committed to building consulta-
tive mechanisms and procedures in 
Parliament. Unfortunately, some-
times the ruling party and some of 
the opposition parties tend to adopt 
a casual or contemptuous attitude 
towards this approach. For us, we 
shall always actively seek the views, 
suggestions and, wherever feasible, 
participation of citizens and organi-
zations outside our party and even 
outside the sphere of politics. 

It is therefore in the spirit of con-
structive engagement that we at-
tend this function. We have spoken 
to the DP Parliamentary Whip and 
he told us that the document being 
launched today was adopted by the 
Shadow Cabinet. As an institution, 
we have not been privy to the dis-
cussions that produced the docu-
ment and therefore we beg to be ex-
cused if we express utter ignorance 
of its contents. It is our expectation 
however that since a parliamen-
tary agenda is dynamic and not 
set in stone, there will be room for 
cross-pollination among the parties 
on issues of common interest. 

In the last general elections, we pre-
sented an electoral platform based 
on our considerable experience as a 
party and also the trials, tribulations 
and broken promises that Uganda 

has experienced and continues to 
experience. This platform was based 
on a pledge to mobilize Ugandans to 
reclaim their future by rescuing the 
State from capture. 

The 5 Pillars of our New Covenant 
were:

1.Servant Leadership
2. Reconciling Uganda
3. A New Consensus
4. Ending Corruption
5. Shared Prosperity

We unpacked these further into 21 
Milestones which outlined specif-
ic policy measures. We called them 
“Agenda 2021 - A New Covenant”. I 
won’t go into the details since these 
remarks will be available for dis-
semination. We hope that we find 
a meeting of minds or a Consensus 
Ad Idem. Even where we disagree at 
least there should be Understand-
ing. That way we know what we 
agree on, what we disagree on and 
why. Some of the areas where we 
hope to find common ground are 
listed below: I’ll mention only the 
first 5.

A Government of National Unity 
as a basis for a Peaceful Transition. 
Ugandans need to believe that a 
Peaceful Change of government is 
possible and that we can break the 
cycle of violent changes in govern-
ment

A New Constitution resulting from 
a renegotiated Uganda in which all 
parts that constitute Uganda feel in-
cluded as equal shareholders

Establish a National Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission to deal with 
historical grievances and foster Na-
tional Healing

Restore Presidential Term Limits to 
tame the power of incumbency in 
Elections

Gerald Siranda
Secretary General DP
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Introduce an Electoral System based 
on Proportional Representation

Reduce the size of parliament by en-
suring that an MP represents sever-
al citizens rather than a geographi-
cal area. Any disparity in the balance 
of power between majorities and  
minorities will be moderated by an 
Upper House in which the constitu-
ent parts of Uganda are represented 
equally

Reduce the number of districts. 
Ugandans are under-served and 
over-governed despite the prolifer-
ation of local governments

Fast track devolution and put Ugan-
da on the path to fully-fledged Fed-
eralism which will address regional 
aspirations for greater autonomy in 
service delivery

Enact a War Victims Compensation 
Act to oversee the fair and transpar-
ent compensation of war victims 
unlike the current system which is 
discriminatory and is based on pa-
tronage

Faith-based organizations and Re-
ligious Denominations to receive a 
share of the national budget to help 
implement social service programs 
that serve the people

Uganda’s youth will have opportu-
nities to serve for two years in the 
army. Those who serve will have 
their undergraduate or post-gradu-
ate tuition paid by the State. Whoev-
er has served will remain a military 
reservist on-call up to the age of 55.

Establish a Stolen Assets Recovery 
Tribunal (START) to deal with na-
tional assets corruptly grabbed un-
der the pretext of privatization and 
to recover land and other assets 
grabbed by the rich, powerful and 
well connected

Introduce a parliamentary system 
of government led by an executive 
Prime Minister and a ceremonial 
President/Head of State to be ap-
pointed by the legislature on a rota-
tional basis of Uganda’s constituent 
parts

Reduce the size of the cabinet and 
the number of ministries to ease the 
burden of administrative expenses 
on the national budget

Introduce a Conditional Cash Trans-

fer Program targeting families living 
in extreme poverty based on their 
actions that meet certain condi-
tions like enrolling their children in 
schools, abandoning alcoholism and 
drug abuse,  getting regular check-
ups, or vaccination of their children.

Reduce the cost of electricity by 
dealing with cutthroat profiteering 
in the sector through the amalga-
mation of electricity generation, 
transmission and distribution com-
panies 

Introduce a National Health Service 
anchored by a National Health In-
surance Scheme. Children below the 
age of 5 and senior citizens get free 
medical care at public health facili-
ties.

Youth below the age of thirty who 
marry and commit to start families 
will get a 20-year low-interest mort-
gage to facilitate their transition 
from tenants to homeowners

Introduce a National Service 
Scheme for the youth to instil in 
them a spirit of volunteerism and 
selflessness 

Create an upper House of Parlia-
ment where there will be equal rep-
resentation of the building blocks 
that make Uganda

Establish a new Administrative Cap-
ital City for Uganda to host govern-
ment ministries, departments and 
agencies and keep Kampala as a 
centre of commerce 

Finally, President Mao has written 
extensively on how the opposition 
can increase its leverage. In one 
of his writings, he says, and quote 
“Your role as initiators of legislation 
is limited but your role as represen-
tatives is unlimited. Furthermore, 
when it comes to oversight and 
scrutiny of the government, society 
looks more to opposition members 
than government backbenchers.

In mature democracies, the oppo-
sition plays the role of government 
in waiting and that is why in devel-
oped democracies the leader of the 
largest opposition party is usual-
ly briefed on sensitive matters so 
that he or she is ready to step into 
the role of governing the country at 
short notice.

The opposition has to give visibility 

to its policies. But visibility with-
out credibility is empty. Credibility 
comes from being seen as respon-
sible, respected and united. Above 
all, the policies must be relevant. 
An effective opposition can do a lot 
through the platform parliament of-
fers.”

He has also been at the forefront of 
demanding that the government 
does not renege on its constitution-
al responsibility towards the opposi-
tion. He makes 5 definite proposals. 
I quote “First, sufficient resources 
should be provided for the work 
of the opposition. Secondly, there 
must be unfettered access to infor-
mation especially those available to 
Ministers and Civil Servants. Third-
ly, there should be adequate advice 
from professional parliamentary 
staff such as researchers and drafts-
men. Fourthly, there should be re-
sources allocated to fund publicity 
and for the use of the media. Fifthly, 
there ought to be recognition of the 
special place of the Leader of Oppo-
sition and members of the Shadow 
Cabinet.”

“The reason one is in opposition is 
that one doesn’t have a majority. Un-
til one gets a majority one’s best bet 
is to offer constructive criticism and 
keep alternative policies in the full 
view of the public, which may push 
the government to adopt opposition 
policies.

The opposition as a whole has to be 
well facilitated otherwise the mem-
bers will raise bogus arguments 
that lack evidence of research. This 
would be tragic as it would waste the 
time of parliament and lower the 
quality of democracy.

An opposition however small can 
influence and shape legislation both 
substantially and procedurally. A 
lot depends on how the opposition 
whips interact with their oppo-
site numbers on the government 
side and also how they relate to the 
Speaker who needs to be constantly 
reminded that while business must 
move speedily, this must not be at 
the expense of sufficient delibera-
tion.”

Thank you,
Yours in Truth and Justice.
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From Our Archives

In the picture, Ben Kiwanuka poses for a photograph with various delegations from uganda in London in 1961

Some Of The Letters Written To Ben Kiwanuka In 1961 Persuading 
Him To Accept The Proposal From Buganda To Hold Indirect Elec-
tions In 1962 Elections.

In 1960, the colonial secretary 
Ian Macleod announced the 
arrangement of Uganda’s inde-
pendence, this involved the 1961 

elections which DP won and formed 
the first native government before 
independence. As a Chief Minister, 
the President of DP Ben Kiwanuka 
led the government to the London 
conference to discuss Uganda’s in-
dependence.

The Letter from Ian Macleod

“In all this, I feel that you 
and your party have an in-
valuable part to play, and I 
hope very much that having 
made the firm protest today 
and reserved your position 

completely in relation to the 
Buganda Agreement, you 
will feel with your party 
to play the part in these 

important matters which I 
am sure ought to be played 

by a chief minister and 
delegation from a party 

which forms the basis of the 
government of Uganda”
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The big questions at the Lancaster House conference 
were the lost counties, the mode of elections in Bugan-
da and Buganda’s position in United Uganda.

DP’s position was that the issue of lost counties could 
be settled by Buganda, Bunyoro and the colonialists 
therefore it had nothing to do in the conference where 
independence was being discussed. DP believed in de-
veloping a Unitary government and was totally against 
indirect elections in Buganda as suggested by the dele-
gation from Buganda.

The Letter from the Archbishop Church of En-
gland, His Grace Fisher

The Letter from Lord Fisher continues

“Now, it appears that you are saying ‘No’. I 
read that you told the conference, that ‘you 
would accept nothing less than’ your own 

terms about elections in Buganda”

When DP took over the government, the Mengo estab-
lishment ascertained that they would not defeat DP in 
the 1962 elections if direct elections were held in Bugan-
da. Therefore, the strategist at Mengo hatched a plan to 
call for indirect elections changing their earlier position 
where they had demanded direct elections in 1955.

The strategists were told that it would become easy for 
them to influence 80 members of the Lukiiko to vote the 
21 representatives to the National Assembly than when 
direct elections were held.

To the President of DP Ben Kiwanuka, indirect elections 
in Buganda was unacceptable as this would disenfran-
chise the over two million Ugandans living in Buganda. 
This became a serious point of contention, despite the 
many attempts to convince Ben to drop the idea of re-
jecting indirect elections made him by senior officials 
of the colonial government, he never budged, Ben stood 
his ground thus demonstrating the true custom of real 
members of DP. 

Here are some of the letters written to Ben Kiwanuka, 
the first is from Ian Macleod and the second from the 
Archbishop Church of England, His Grace Fisher in our 
next issue we shall publish Ben’s response to Lord Fisher.
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By Kalule Adrian

“By relying on the 
military to replace 

the failings of civilian 
agencies to manage 

the economy, the gov-
ernment further weak-
ens and marginalizes 
these agencies. This 

approach overlooks the 
real structural prob-
lems of the economy,  
furthermore, the eco-
nomic consequences 
are increasingly neg-
ative since it involves 
borrowing heavily to 
fund these projects”.

Speaker, UYD Makerere University

The Impact Of Militarization Of 
Uganda’s Economy. 

The word economic mili-
tarization refers to the ide-
ology surrounding the use 
of military expenditure to 

prop up an economy, or the use of 
military power to gain control of ac-
cess to territory or other economic 
resources. On the Ugandan scene, 
Uganda People’s Defense Forces as 
the country’s military force is estab-
lished under article 208 of the 1995 
constitution. The same constitution 
under article 209(d) provides for the 
UPDF’s engagement in productive 
activities for the development of the 
country. 

This article assesses the impact of 
the involvement of the military in 
the country’s economic activities. 
It is therefore adequate to begin by 
understanding how countries start-
ed involving their militaries in their 
economies and the general impact. 
The conceived paradigm of armed 
forces is linked to the nation-state as 
it emerged in the absolutist period in 
Europe. 

The armed forces became the em-
bodiment of statehood. In the late 
19th century, obligatory military 
service was identified with na-
tion-building, particularly in the 
case of latecomer nations. Notably, 
this stems back to World War 1 and 
its aftermath, focusing on Germans 
military towards the end of the war; 
it began to blame the weakening 
economic support for the war effort 
to hamper success on the battle-
fields. As a result, the nationalistic 
and often chauvinist officer corps 
began pushing to take over the com-
mand of the entire economy. 

The other issue is that after the war, 
the German forces felt betrayed by 
the civilian society back home for 
lack of support and was extremely 
uneasy with the civilian control of 
the armed forces instituted under 
the constitution of the Weimar Re-
public. These were the first traces 
of militaristic encroachment on the 

economy. 
There are very many countries in the 
world whose economies are almost 
fully run by the military. This article 
focuses more on the Egyptian econ-
omy. Since 2013 when the military 
took power with its former general 
in the army becoming president, he 
has since then relied on the military 
to take over major management 
roles in the civilian economy. For 
a long time, the Egyptian military 
has been allowed to engage in eco-
nomic activities as a way of reducing 
the official defence budget, this has 
allowed them to shift some costs to 
other areas so they won’t appear in 
the defence budget. This on the face 
of it looks advantageous. The eco-
nomic principles in the approach of 
the military in Egypt points Uganda 
in the same direction.

According to the Daily Monitor of 
Friday 9th July 2021, the president 
ordered the army to build schools, 
health centres and other govern-
ment projects. This constitutes one 
of the many times where the UPDF 
has been involved in economic ac-
tivities. This carries with it disad-
vantages for instance, by relying on 
the military to replace the failings 
of civilian agencies to manage the 
economy, the government further 
weakens and marginalizes these 
agencies. This approach overlooks 
the real structural problems of the 
economy,  furthermore, the eco-
nomic consequences are increas-
ingly negative since it involves 
borrowing heavily to fund these 
projects.

Bringing it closer to Uganda’s situa-
tion, where does this leave the coun-
try’s poverty-stricken economy? 
The projects that the government 
would give the civilian companies 
are granted to the Army and yet this 
could be one of the ways of broad-
ening the tax base and offering em-
ployment to the civilians. 

In my view, involving the military 

in these activities wouldn’t be hor-
rendous but the economical ques-
tions on employment remain unan-
swered. One would argue that this 
causes institutional decline usually 
embedded in general political and 
economic crises in which oligarchic 
groups regularly pull the armed 
forces to the social struggles. 

Lastly, the gradual involvement of 
the UPDF in the country’s economy 
is likely to cause problems as stat-
ed above. With a larger part of the 
country’s population unemployed, 
more feasible ways should be con-
sidered on how to solve this prob-
lem as opposed to replacing civilians 
with the military.

kaluleadrian@gmail.com

Send your articles to Editor.egumire@
gmail.com
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Should The Government Prioritize Investing 
In Infrastructure Or Agriculture?

By Okoler Opio Lo Amanu
DP Spokesperson ?

According to the Executive 
Director of Uganda Nation-
al Roads Authority, Ugan-
da has got over 20,000Kms 

main roads and out of these only 
a percentage of 25 has been con-
structed by the NRM government in 
the 35years they have been in pow-
er. This in essence means that going 
by their rate, the NRM government 
needs 140years to finish upgrading 
all the main roads in the Country to 
tarmac.

The talk of infrastructural develop-
ment has been a point of reference 
that the defenders of the regime 
have given whenever the question 
of whether or not the NRM gov-
ernment has performed is being 
asked, and this is done while giving 
examples of the few constructed 
major roads in the country. What 
they don’t tell Ugandans is that in 
35years about 5000kms out of the 
20,000kms have been constructed. 
My elder brother reacted to this in-
formation by asking a regime apol-
ogist, “when a child scores 25% in a 
subject, can that be considered as 
passing?” Of course, the answer is 
obvious, the sitting government has 
failed to score substantially in their 
priorities. The former President of 
The United Republic of Tanzania, 
now the late John Pombe Magufu-
li constructed 2624Kms of roads 
in five years, this is slightly above 
half of what has been constructed 

in Uganda in the past 35years. This 
answers the question raised by my 
brother in the negative. What the 
government of Uganda can do in 
35years, that of Tanzania only needs 
9 years or thereabouts.

That said, given the nature of our 
population where 80% of it is sup-
ported by Agriculture the few ki-
lometres of tarmac have not sub-
stantially enhanced the economic 
standing of Ugandans especially 
those living in villages.

Since the government has not pri-
oritized investing in Agricultural 
production, the people have not de-
veloped the capacity to produce what 
is enough to be consumed at their 
homes and also sell the surplus to 
the market.

The government has over time al-
located a meagre 3% of the national 
budget to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
this cannot substantially empow-
er the 80% of her population that 
is supported by Agriculture. They 
have rather invested a lot of money 
in constructing roads and electric-
ity dams, the big question however 
is that, what do you expect as eco-
nomic returns as a government from 
the investment when the people are 
unable to economically benefit from 
the infrastructure?

In most parts of the country, espe-

cially in the East 
where poverty 
levels are high-
est, the natives, 
for instance, 
use the roads 
for two purpos-
es namely, as 
drying grounds 
for their locally 
consumed food 
crops and sec-
ondly for access-
ing major towns 
and cities to visit 

the relatives. The electricity is only 
used for lighting bulbs, unfortu-
nately, the majority of our popula-
tion cannot afford the cost of elec-
tricity even when it is to be acquired 
to give light and charge phones only. 
The truth is that there is no econom-
ic value that these infrastructural 
developments add to the people un-
less they are empowered to benefit 
from such development.

We have argued as Democratic Par-
ty that, infrastructural development 
should come after the government 
has built the capacity of the peo-
ple in terms of modern agricultural 
equipment, capital and knowledge 
to do commercial and or modern 
farming so that they can transport 
their produce to the market via the 
constructed roads. Agricultural 
production should set the pace on 
which the infrastructural develop-
ment takes place, construct the road 
to Kamuge Village in Pallisa district 
but when you are sure that the peo-
ple in that village will use it to take 
their cotton to the market. Thereaf-
ter you can construct electric dams 
to ensure a sustainable supply of 
power to the industries that will add 
value to the produced cotton. In that 
way, the citizens will benefit eco-
nomically from the infrastructure.

Lastly, in that debate of whether 
the country should prioritize In-
frastructure or Agriculture. Dem-
ocratic Party believes that the lat-
ter should determine the speed 
at which the former is developed. 
Developing infrastructure at the 
expense of financing agricultur-
al production, value addition and 
marketing further causes econom-
ic disintegration and opens up the 
economy to imperialist exploitation 
by foreigners.
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By Norbert Mao
President General DP 

DP is the Party of the 
Bigger Picture

One of the biggest contribu-
tions of DP to nation-build-
ing and the struggle for de-
mocracy is that we never 

lose sight of the bigger picture. I pray 
we don’t ever do. We are demonized 
by myopic political self-seekers but 
eventually, we’re proved right. Our 
cause endures.

In the run-up to independence, DP 
as the party of government advo-
cated for universal suffrage nation-
wide. This made it clash with the 
entrenched feudal interests in the 
Kingdom of Buganda. Ben Kiwa-
nuka was treated like a leper. The 
vested interests at Mengo formed a 
Special Purpose Vehicle and called 
it a political party - Kabaka Yekka. 
They coalesced with a complicit co-
lonial power and resolved that in 
the 1962 elections the people of Bu-
ganda would have their MPs elected 
for them by the Lukiiko. The KY MPs 
then formed a coalition with UPC 
of Obote and they formed a gov-
ernment. That is what is commonly 
called the marriage of convenience. 
This locked Kiwanuka out of parlia-
ment and kept DP out of power. That 
marriage of convenience soon col-
lapsed in a heap for reasons that are 
well known.

Fast forward, as the NRA stormed 
Kampala guns blazing, DP with the 
broadest social base joined the NRM 
government. 

That is the proper period from 
which to start my thesis of what our 
problem seems to be - namely the 

misguided and narrow definition 
of what an “opposition” is. When 
the NRM took over, the “opposition” 
was UPC and its fiery Assistant Sec-
retary, Cecilia Ogwal. Its base was 
Uganda House and the institution-
al framework it leaned on was the 
Presidential Policy Commission 
which was appointed by its exiled 
leader former President Obote. 

The “opposition” was geographically 
positioned in the north and ethni-
cally Nilotic. The government was 
geographically southern and ethni-
cally Bantu.

After ten years of a stalled democ-
ratization process, the DP leader Dr 
Semogerere walked out of govern-
ment and announced that he would 
run against Museveni in the 1996 
elections.

Ever the big tent, big picture party, 
DP chose its old nemesis UPC as its 
partner. They formed the Inter-Po-
litical Forces Coalition (IPFC). The 
old foes became partners. Semoger-
ere and Cecilia Ogwal traversed the 
country together. 

Like Kiwanuka in the 60s Semoger-
ere was demonized and turned into 
a leper. He was presented as a Tro-
jan Horse working for the return of 
Obote into power and as a front for 
the resurgence of the defeated and 
murderous Nilotics from the north! 
Semogerere swept the polls in Teso, 
West Nile, Acholi and Lango! The 
rest of the country shunned him. 
The Bantu/Nilotic divide was clear 

in 1996.
In 2001 against the wishes of some 
of us, DP and Semogerere rallied 
around Kizza Besigye who chal-
lenged Museveni on a platform of 
reform. It was not foreseen that Be-
sigye would form a political party. 

Five years later Besigye returned 
from exile and launched the FDC. 
There were efforts for DP and FDC to 
form the nucleus of an electoral co-
alition dubbed the G6 but it came to 
nought. DP elected Ssebaana Kizito 
as president and he ran for presi-
dent. I was his National Campaign 
Director in the first multiparty elec-
tions under the 1995 constitution. 
Many of the DP parliamentary and 
local government candidates in Bu-
ganda opportunistically shunned 
Ssebaana. 

At that moment the meaning of 
“opposition” changed. “Opposition” 
meant FDC and Besigye. A mas-
sive media smear campaign was 
launched by a narrow-minded and 
selfish so-called pro-change/an-
ti-Museveni politician to present DP 
and Ssebaana Kizito as spoilers on 
Museveni’s payroll! 

Fast forward to 2010 I was elected 
DP President. Ssebaana had start-
ed talks with FDC about a possible 
electoral coalition in 2011 dubbed 
the Inter-Party Coalition (IPC). The 
talks were inconclusive. Ssebaana 
tasked the new leadership to decide 
whether to be part of IPC. When the 
new DP NEC met, it decided against 
joining the IPC. 
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“Because of selfishness and 
narrow-mindedness, the word 
“opposition” has lost meaning. 

Each group now has its own 
“public”. DP should identify 
its “public” and cultivate it. 

There are people who DP will 
never win over even if we 

walk on our heads over water! 
Let’s consolidate our base of 
true believers who share our 

ideology of pragmatic nation-
alism. Let’s be the party that 
will be the tiebreaker in our 

politics. Let’s be the bridge over 
which Ugandans will walk to a 
new and better future. Let’s be 
the healing balm for a hurting 

country. We will always be 
misplaced among the radical 

individualists.”

egumire

editor.egumire@gmail.com

egumire1954

egumireTV

With FDC having positioned itself 
as “the opposition” the DP was once 
more demonized and smeared as a 
Museveni Trojan horse. FDC agreed 
with a DP clique opposed to the new 
DP leadership which they named 
Buganda Ssuubi 2011. These were 
leaders who run for parliament un-
der DP but supported Besigye for 
president. I was singled out for the 
most vitriolic hate campaign. Any-
body not supporting Besigye was 
not considered opposition. But we 
stood our ground. In Acholi, Besi-
gye came third. He won four dis-
tricts nationwide, I won the three 
districts in the West of Acholi.  The 
attacks from FDC combined with the 
clique within DP opposed to the NEC 
elected in Mbale became even more 
intense. It did not help matters that 
the IPC Spokesperson was Ssemujju 
Ibrahim who was also a member of 
Ssuubi. 

The bad blood continued and be-
came worse around the time of the 
EALA elections. Before DP went to 
court to open up the EALA elections, 
NRM and FDC would share the 9 
EALA seats at a ratio of 6:3 and the 
plenary of parliament would simply 
rubber-stamp it. When we kicked 
open the EALA door, FDC announced 
that all the other opposition parties 
in parliament should get at least one 
EALA MP, FDC gets two and NRM 
takes the rest. With all the time con-
straints the negotiations failed. FDC 
proposed that we should boycott the 
EALA elections but they continued 
campaigning for their candidates in 
parliament. I realized that they were 
preaching water but drinking wine. 
We decided to go full throttle for the 
EALA polls with a laser-sharp focus 
to have DP in EALA. The coward of 
the county was at last fighting back 
and would take no bullshit from the 
so-called leading opposition par-
ty. We reclaimed our voice and our 
power to decide for ourselves. We 
would no longer be a wagon to be 
towed around aimlessly. We were 
determined to be an engine. Cap-
tains of our souls. Masters of our 
fate!

The IPC was stillborn because it was 
seen as a Special Purpose Vehicle to 
perpetuate the Museveni-Besigye 
political feud as opposed to present-
ing a clear alternative to the NRM. 
Indeed soon even UPC under Otun-
nu left the coalition. Mabikke and 
his SDP soon abandoned the IPC on 
account of the FDC double-dealing. 

Mabikke was the official IPC candi-
date for Kampala Lord Mayor but be-
hind his back, FDC negotiated with 
Ssuubi to front Erias Lukwago as 
an independent candidate for Lord 
Mayor. Mabikke walked away and 
in his wake spewed many unkind 
words about FDC and Besigye.

In 2015 another attempt at coali-
tion was made. But FDC didn’t want 
its position as the “opposition” to 
be challenged. I was at the heart of 
the most delicate negotiations and 
the day I open my mouth some peo-
ple will leave town. That time hasn’t 
come yet. Fortunately, I kept me-
ticulous notes of the whole process 
and they are intact.

As we faced the prospect of the 
2021 elections we launched the Re-
union Caravan. I drafted the mission 
statement of the Reunion as follows: 
The goal was to “shape a collective 
future”. The strategy was that “the 
fragmented forces that have val-
iantly stood in the gap fighting for 
democracy should consolidate, re-
align and coalesce at the head of 
the democracy seeking forces in 
Uganda”. Each Reunion would be an 
occasion “to rediscover our mission 
to rebuild our mother Party, unite all 
the democratic forces and lead the 
charge for democratic change in our 
motherland.”

Once again this lofty ideal motivated 
by our big picture approach to issues 
was derailed by meal card politics 
and the manipulation of what the 
“opposition” is. I will share my record 
of how this happened and why. My 
faithful journal has a clear account 
of this. Once again our generation 
didn’t miss the opportunity to miss 
an opportunity. Because of selfish-
ness and narrow-mindedness, the 
word “opposition” has lost meaning. 
Each group now has its own “public”. 
DP should identify its “public” and 
cultivate it. There are people who DP 
will never win over even if we walk 
on our heads over water! Let’s con-
solidate our base of true believers 
who share our ideology of pragmatic 
nationalism. Let’s be the party that 
will be the tiebreaker in our politics. 
Let’s be the bridge over which Ugan-
dans will walk to a new and better 
future. Let’s be the healing balm for 
a hurting country. We will always be 
misplaced among the radical indi-
vidualists. The Acholi say “lacene pe 
tuk kacel ki bonyo” (Grasshoppers 
do not fly together with locusts). 

Enseenene tezibuuka na nzige! (For-
give my spelling.) Our history should 
guide us as we redefine our identi-
ty and goals. Sticking our fingers in 
the air to find out which direction 
the wind is blowing will only take 
us where we don’t want to go. If we 
know where we want to go, all we 
have to do is set our sails right. Any 
wind will take us where we want to 
go. Even the turbulence of the sea 
will not deter us.

DP has noble ideals worth fighting 
for. After all is it not the party of the 
under-dogs? Is it not the party that 
challenged the sectarian colonial 
hierarchy?  Is it not the party that 
has been the most consistent flag 
bearer of human rights?  Is it not the 
party that is the most pro-private 
enterprise?  But as it is said, you can-
not launch a missile from a canoe!  
The DP must make itself capable 
of launching a political fight for its 
values, which are also indeed main-
stream values cherished by Ugan-
dans.
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