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UPCOMING EVENTS

Ben Kiwanuka Memorial Lecture

Dead And Yet He Lives, The 
Legacy Of Ben Kiwanuka

Benedicto Kiwanuka, Chief Minister of Uganda meeting with John F. Kennedy
on October 17, 1961.

Benedicto Ki-
wanuka was 
born on the 
8th day of 

September 1922, he 
remains the embod-
iment of democracy, 
Constitutionalism 
and Rule of Law in the 

Country.

Benedicto Kiwanuka 
was abducted from 
his chambers at the 
High Court of Ugan-
da on the 22nd day of 
September 1972, we 
are now counting 49 

years since his mur-
der. Though departed 
his legacy lives on.

DP won the March 
1961 election and the 
Governor, Sir Fredrick 
Crawford, invited Ben 
Kiwanuka to a series 
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of meetings at Government House, 
Entebbe, to determine the compo-
sition of the new Executive Council. 
On the 12th of April, 1961 nine spe-
cially elected members of the Legis-
lative Council were announced, six 
of whom were DP nominees. The fol-
lowing day the new government was 
announced with Hon. Ben Kiwanu-
ka becoming the Minister without 
Portfolio and Leader of Government 
Business in the Legislative Council. 
Royal instructions were issued for 
the creation of the post of Chief Min-
ister, responsible for general coor-
dination between ministers and in 
charge of Provincial Administration, 
Establishment, Prisons, Printing, In-
formation and Broadcasting. When 
Uganda became self-governing in 
August 1961, Hon. Ben Kiwanuka 
eventually was made Prime Minis-
ter of Uganda before independence. 
The Colonial Government surren-
dered the Finance and Legal Affairs 
portfolios to the DP.

The DP Government was badly 
handicapped in terms of power it 
could wield until the last month of its 
administration. Financial and legal 
matters were outside their province 
and the critical portfolios of foreign 
affairs and internal and external se-
curity were retained by the colonial 
establishment. The Governor had 
the power to undo what DP leaders 
wanted to be done, so while judging 
the 1961/62 DP Government it must 
be considered in the context where 
its powers were circumscribed.

DP nevertheless made tremendous 
achievements. The Africanisation 
programme as captured in the 1961 
manifesto ‘Forward To Freedom’, 
many Ugandans were employed, 
many had their salaries increased. 
The prices of coffee rose by 20% 
from 50 cents a pound to 60 cents.

DP was in power at the time when 
colonialists were preparing the 
country for independence, there-
fore the Democratic Party under 
the leadership of Ben Kiwanuka led 
a delegation of Government offi-
cials to attend the Uganda Consti-
tutional Conference in Lancaster 
House. Democratic Party entered 
the conference with a clear position 
on each point of contention namely, 
on conducting indirect elections in 
Buganda, which was unacceptable 
according to DP. The Party argued 
that there is no way the people of 
Buganda, over two million in num-

ber could be disenfranchised by tell-
ing them that they were only good to 
vote local and regional leaders to the 
Lukiiko but not good enough to vote 
leaders to the National Legislative 
Council.

On the form of government, DP ar-
gued that it was better for Uganda 
to develop as a unitary government. 
Given its size, the federal form of 
government would burden the citi-
zens with heavy taxation to support 
the federal states but also it would 
affect the development of other 
parts of the country that is why the 
country needed to develop as one. 
The Party however was not strict on 
this, it advised that in circumstances 
where the citizens preferred feder-
al form of government over unitary 
then the same should be done equal-
ly, the party’s preference in this form 
of government was that it should be 
the four provinces namely, Eastern, 
Western, Buganda and the Northern 
provinces and that these needed to 
wield equal powers.

On the question of the lost counties, 
the Party felt that that was a matter 
that could be discussed and settled 
by the parties involved namely, the 
Colonialists, Buganda Kingdom and 
the Bunyoro Kingdom and therefore 
had nothing to do with the consti-
tutional engagements, in any case, 
the matter could be discussed else-
where.

It is not in dispute that the position 
of DP infuriated the Buganda dele-
gation exacerbating the bitterness 
and hatred that the latter held to-
ward the former. This bitterness and 
hatred towards DP made Buganda 
a vulnerable entity before UPC. The 
rest is history.

The 1962 elections were held with 
Buganda having their represen-
tatives to the National Council ap-
pointed by the Lukiiko, there were 
no direct elections. The DP leader 
Ben Kiwanuka remarked that “the 
concession to Buganda of the right 
of indirect elections by the Lukiiko 
marked the highest degree of polit-
ical chicanery so far known under 
imperialism”.

It is argued that Sir Walter Coutts, 
then the Governor was sceptical 
about handing over power to the 
Catholic leader, Ben Kiwanuka who 
had won the 1961 elections. Anoth-
er election had to be organized but 

under the supervision of Peagram 
who had already demonstrated the 
utmost level of bias against DP and 
the Party had made this clear. 

Regarding the 1962 elections, Ben-
edicto Kiwanuka noted that “The 
wrong Party had won the 1961 elec-
tions according to the Colonial Of-
fice and democracy had to be bent to 
put things right”.

The elections gave DP 22 seats, UPC 
37 seats, in April the Lukiiko ap-
pointed 21 Buganda representatives 
to the National Assembly and the 
UPC/KY alliance assumed power 
which DP peacefully handed over to 
them. This is so far the only peaceful 
change of power that has ever hap-
pened in Uganda among the natives.

Uganda still suffers from the con-
sequences of this unholy alliance. It 
should have been avoided if hones-
ty was central in the constitutional 
conference. Since then those with 
power bend the rules to suit their 
preferences.

“DP nevertheless made 
tremendous achievements. 

The Africanisation pro-
gramme as captured in the 
1961 manifesto ‘Forward To 
Freedom’, many Ugandans 
were employed, many had 

their salaries increased. The 
prices of coffee rose by 20% 
from 50 cents a pound to 60 

cents”
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Editorial
Remembering our hero Ben 

Kiwanuka

On the 21st September 2021 
the President of the Dem-
ocratic Party, Norbert Mao, 
and the DP Vice President 

for Central Region, George Kagimu 
travelled to Ben Kiwanuka’s ances-
tral homes in Kisaabwa, Butenga 
Sub County in Bukomansimbi South 
Constituency in Bukomansimbi Dis-
trict. The occasion was the annual 
memorial Mass held in memory of 
DP’s third President and Uganda’s 
first Prime Minister who later be-
came the first Ugandan Chief Jus-
tice. This memorial is often held on 
the eve of the day Ben Kiwanuka was 
abducted from his chambers at the 
High Court of Uganda never to be 
seen again. 

Ben Kiwanuka’s youngest daugh-
ter, Sarah Kiwanuka, organized the 
event with the help of her eldest 
sister Regina Kiwanuka who lives 
in Germany. The mass was presided 
over by Fr. Joseph Matovu who has 
been posted to start a new Catholic 
Parish at Kisogyo in the same local-
ity. As a sign of solidarity Mao and 
Kagimu donated 500,000 shillings 
and 200,000 shillings respective-
ly to the project of securing a water 
tank for the new parish. The duo 
pledged to continue supporting the 
parish.

The accounts of Ben Kiwanuka’s last 

days are somewhat conflicting with 
Idi Amin’s adherents remaining tire-
less in their efforts to whitewash the 
murderous tyrant while others gloss 
over essential facts. Nevertheless, 
there are now credible sources that 
have provided verifiable accounts.

Ben Kiwanuka’s woes started with 
his refusal to remain quiet about 
Amin’s excesses including the action 
to expel Asians and dispossess them 
of all their property. In addition, Ben 
Kiwanuka remained a political ral-
lying point giving hope of a return 
to civilian rule given that Amin was 
expected to step down after a short 
time. Amin’s despotic ambitions, 
therefore, collided with Kiwanuka’s 

popular appeal. Even when he was 
made Chief Justice, his political pop-
ularity remained high.

Matters came to a head when one 
Daniel Slatter, a British General 
Manager at Kakira Sugar Works was 
arrested by the army and brought to 
court. All judges refused to deal with 
this case. As Chief Justice, Ben Ki-
wanuka decided to handle the case. 
Finding Slatter without a case to an-
swer, Kiwanuka set him free. 

This was viewed as a serious affront 
to the military officers who had ar-
rested Slatter. Later army person-

nel stormed his chambers at the 
High Court and abducted him. They 
forced him into a waiting car. His 
last words to his Secretary, Joseph 
Maziba, were “ Bantutte”! (They have 
taken me). Two weeks later, Joseph 
Maziba was also abducted as he 
walked from the taxi park. In anoth-
er two weeks, his rotting body would 
be found along Mityana Road near 
River Mayanja. 

A priest by the name of Fr. Clement 
Kiggundu was not satisfied by the 
official accounts of Kiwanuka’s dis-
appearance. He took it upon him-
self to find out more. His inquiries 
revealed a lot. When Archbishop 
Emmanuel Nsubuga learnt of Fr. 
Kiggundu’s inquiries, he warned 
him to be careful. But it was too late. 
The henchmen of the regime had 
marked him. Six months after Ki-
wanuka’s abduction, Fr. Kiggundu 
was himself abducted along Bokas-
sa Street (now Luwum Street). His 
body was later found at Namamve, 
along the Kampala-Jinja Highway, in 
a burnt Peugeot 404 vehicle. 

The Democratic Party will never 
give up on its mission to find out the 
truth about Ben Kiwanuka. Above 
all, the party will never rest until it 
has found the remains of its illustri-
ous leader. Whatever lead the party 
hears of will be followed up. The par-
ty does this with the full cooperation 
of the Kiwanuka family. We have to 
accept the sad fact Ben Kiwanuka 
is dead. Indeed, in 1987 in line with 
the custom of the Baganda relating 
to deceased’s persons, Ben Kiwa-
nuka’s last funeral rites were held. 
His son, Maurice Kagimu, who was 
then studying for the priesthood at 
a Seminary in Gulu was installed as 
his heir.

DP Leaders together with the President General, Hon. Norbert Mao posing for a
photo moment with Sarah Kiwanuka the daughter of Hon. Ben Kiwanuka at their
home in Bukomansimbi
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From Our Archives

Benedicto Kiwanuka taking oath to serve as Prime Minister of Uganda in 1961

Ben Kiwanuka Letter To Lord Fisher

October 5th, 1961
The Archbishop of Canterbury Lord 
Fisher

It was most kind of you to write to me 
about my dispute with Mr Macleod 
regarding the question of indirect 
elections in Buganda for members 
of the Uganda National Assembly. I 
like your forthrightness and I shall 
be quite frank with you.
Much of what your Grace has writ-
ten appears to have been based on a 
misrepresentation of the facts. You 
say that I have said, “I shall accept 
nothing less than my own terms 
about elections in Buganda.” Now 
as a quotation, this is wrong. I nev-
er said anything of the kind either 
at the conference or anywhere else. 
“Election in Buganda” can mean two 
things: They could be elections to 
the Buganda Lukiiko or elections to 
the National Assembly. I was talking 
about the latter. Your Grace appears 
not to have appreciated the point 
at issue for you say: “I see Bugan-
da elections should be made to the 
Lukiiko and the Uganda Legislature,” 
and then you proceeded to say that 

“Thus tried to dictate about Bugan-
da’s affairs”, your Grace could not be 
further from the truth.

There are three issues here: First-
ly, I am not, as I have said before, 
concerned about the way in which 
elections should be made to the Bu-
ganda Lukiiko. I agree that this is the 
internal affair of Buganda and that it 
must be left to the Lukiiko to decide. 
Secondly, elections to the Uganda 
Legislature are not an internal affair 
of Buganda, I am not talking about 
elections in Buganda but to our Na-
tional Assembly.
Thirdly, you say that I dictated. With 
respect, I did nothing of the kind; if 
anything, it was your friend, Mr Ma-
cleod, who dictated to the Confer-
ence and that was one of the com-
plaints that I raised before I walked 
out of the Conference. The reason I 
walked out was not because, as you 
suggest in your letter, the Confer-
ence would not accept my line, but 
rather because Mr Macleod, hav-
ing been defeated, or to use anoth-
er term, having failed to carry his 
point, resorted to such methods as “ 
I have already agreed with Buganda 

on this particular point I am not pre-
pared to change what has already 
been agreed. I am going to impose 
it.” It was this kind of language that 
I resented. For your Grace’s infor-
mation, the majority of the people 
supported me on this question of 
indirect elections, they did not fa-
vour one method of election to the 
National Assembly in one part of 
the country and another method in 
another part of the same country. So 
much for what appears to have been 
a misapprehension of the facts.
Now as to the basic issue...I want 
your Grace to understand that the 
dispute on this point is not a light 
matter. It concerns basic human 
rights of a citizen in his country 
in a democracy. One of the most 
cherished principles of democra-
cy is that each citizen who qualifies 
should have the right to cast a vote at 
election time when his government 
is being elected. At the present time 
the people of Buganda have this 
right to vote. What is being proposed 
is to disenfranchise the whole popu-
lation living in Buganda for reasons 
which are not publicly stated.
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Now, if your Grace still maintains 
that I, as a leader of Uganda, should 
sanction this to be done for the sake 
of placating the Lukiiko of Bugan-
da I would like to ask your Grace 
whether you yourself, as a leader 
of Christians would sanction, for 
the sake of placating somebody or 
a body of persons, an infringement 
of a known basic Christian principle. 
Let me cite some examples: One of 
the principle beliefs in the Christian 
faith is that every Christian must be-
lieve that Christ was God. Your Grace 
knows very well that this is the basis 
of our faith. Anybody who does not 
believe it has no right to be called a 
Christian. Now as I said, can you, as 
Archbishop, a servant of Christ, and 
a teacher of His followers, agree, 
for the sake of pleasing a powerful 
friend of yours, to preach publicly, 
or to suffer anyone under you and in 
your charge to teach others that Je-
sus was really the son of Joseph and 
Mary according to flesh and had no 
divinity in Him as Moslems say? Or, 
would you be prepared as a leader of 
Christians to marry in your Church 
at any given time more than none 
woman, if this were to result in some 
temporary peace in your part of the 
world?

If then, I am right in my argument 
here, as I am sure I am, will you not 
now agree that when I refuse to 
compromise on this issue of direct 
elections: a matter which is consid-
ered by me, and I am sure your Grace 
also, to be a cardinal principle in a 
democracy, I do no more than your 
Grace would have done if you found 
yourself in a position which called 
for a compromise on one of the most 
fundamental, cardinal principles in 
our Christian faith, as for instance, 
the two examples I have cited above? 
One man one vote to a citizen is the 
basic principle on which modern 
man has built his democracy.
Since you say that your Grace is pre-
pared to help if there is any help that 
it is in your power to give, may I ask 
you to help by answering a few ques-
tions for me please:
Firstly, can you say, your Grace, 
whether or not you agree with what 
I have said above, i.e. about the 
right of every citizen to participate 
in the choice of the Government of 
his country? If you do not, can you 
please say why?
Secondly, if you agree with me, can 
you tell me why you think that in 
Uganda, the Baganda and other cit-
izens living there should be denied 

this right at our next General Elec-
tions?
Thirdly, are you aware that it was 
this same Mr Sempa together with 
Mr Kintu who, in 1955 here in Lon-
don, asked and pressed the then 
Colonial Secretary, Mr Alan Lennox 
Boyd that the people of Buganda 
must be allowed to elect directly 
their representatives in Uganda’s 
Legislative Council, and that this 
point had become a breaking point 
in the negotiations which led to 
the signing of the 1955 Agreement? 
Does your Grace remember the 
part you played in this matter at the 
time, or do you not? Do you know, or 
have you forgotten, that following 
this pressure by Baganda, a section 
was inserted in the 1955 Agreement 
which says that there should be di-
rect elections in Buganda in 1961 if 
that method would not have been 
introduced earlier.
Fourthly, following what I have just 
said above, why do you think that 
Mr Sempa and Mr Kintu, and your 
Grace who supports them, are now 
justified in pressing once again, 
even unto the point of breaking the 
present negotiation, that the right to 
vote should be withdrawn from the 
Baganda?
Fifthly, do you appreciate that the 
effect of the policy you advocate will 
be that I, as a Muganda, at the time 
of our next elections, will remain in 
my house with folded arms when 
my other 20 colleagues who once 
contested elections in Buganda will 
this time be excluded from stand-
ing as candidates any more and that 
this has been stated as a very nice 
way of getting me out of office by 
those who, for reasons best known 
to themselves, and to your Grace, 
since you support them, have taken 
objection to my becoming Uganda’s 
first Chief Minister?
Sixthly, and lastly, can you Arch-
bishop, support these wicked moves 
knowing fully their implications and 
still feel quite safe in your own con-
science?

”One of the principle be-
liefs in the Christian faith 
is that every Christian must 
believe that Christ was God. 
Your Grace knows very well 
that this is the basis of our 
faith. Anybody who does not 
believe it has no right to be 
called a Christian. Now as I 
said, can you, as Archbish-
op, a servant of Christ, and 
a teacher of His followers, 
agree, for the sake of pleas-
ing a powerful friend of 
yours, to preach publicly, or 
to suffer anyone under you 
and in your charge to teach 
others that Jesus was really 
the son of Joseph and Mary 
according to flesh and had 
no divinity in Him as Mos-
lems say? Or, would you 
be prepared as a leader of 
Christians to marry in your 
Church at any given time 
more than none woman, if 
this were to result in some 
temporary peace in your 
part of the world?”
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By Pilipo Oruni Oloya 
Democrat

The Price Uganda continue to pay 
for not embracing the values of 
the Democratic Party.

In January 2018 a humble cousin 
of mine put out a message on our 
WhatsApp group: “Can someone out 
there tell me why Uganda attracts 
the kind of leaders we keep getting 
“? Below I shall try to give him some 
answers and show the price Uganda 
has paid for want of the values of the 
Democratic Party. 

“I regarded my mission as one for 
the reclamation and resettlement 
of Uganda: surely I was right to re-
fuse to be deterred from the course 
I had set myself to follow, by the op-
position of such a king (Mwanga)? 
The treaty was certainly obtained 
against his will—I have never said to 
the contrary”. 

These were the words of Captain F 
D Lugard in a letter he wrote to his 
superiors back in London after he 
had signed the famous Treaty 75, 
with Kabaka Mwanga at Mengo, on 
the 26th December 1890. This was 
the Treaty or “Agreement” as it was 
commonly referred to, which es-
tablished the Uganda Protectorate, 
under British Colonial rule. Such 
was the method by which Uganda 
as the country we know today was 
started. There was no consultation, 
no free dialogue, no negotiation nor 
indeed a freely accepted Agreement 
of Ugandans. The Agreement was 
opposed from the outset initially by 
Baganda, their chiefs and the Kaba-
ka. As a result, Lugard decided that 
to impose the agreement over Ugan-
da he had to use the Sudanese sol-
diers who had been left by Stanley 
and Emin Pasha to the south of Lake 
Albert. These Sudanese soldiers had 
been brought in in 1872 by Sir Samu-
el Baker during his partial conquest 
of Acholi and suppression of Turk-
ish slave captors in the region. The 
Sudanese soldiers were initially sta-
tioned at Patiko, in  Acholiland which 
Baker established as the southmost 
station of the Equatorial Province. 
Baker was in the employment of the 

Khedive Ismael of Egypt, as the Gov-
ernor of the Equatorial Province,—
the vast expanse of the land area 
stretching south from Khartoum in 
Sudan to the Bunyoro Kingdom, a 
job for which he was paid an annual 
salary of £20,000 (£2,442,002 in to-
day’s money). Baker’s main mission 
was to conquer this vast area, place 
it under the rule of the Khedive of 
Egypt to establish trade in the nat-
ural resources of the area to repay 
the vast debts incurred by Egypt for 
the construction of the Suez Canal 
between 1854-1869. According to Sir 
Harry Johnstone the British official 
who crafted the 1900 Agreement, 
“Captain Lugard, after he arrived in 
Uganda as the representative of the 
Imperial British East African Com-
pany in 1890, soon realised that if he 
was to play a dominant part in the 
settlement of Uganda he must have 
a force of armed men at his dispos-
al who were not Baganda”. It was 
Lugard, therefore who introduced 
the use of soldiers by the state as a 
means of imposing domination by 
the government over the people of 
Uganda. It is against this background 
that the Democratic Party (DP), a lib-
eral-conservative party founded in 
1954, has consistently advocated a 
peaceful and negotiated Uganda na-
tional settlement based on constitu-
tionalism guided by the principle of 
TRUTH AND JUSTICE, and govern-
ment which on the whole, is demo-
cratically dependent on the support 
of the people and not the soldiers 
and the army. These are the values 
the DP stand for and has advocated 
since its founding by visionary,  self-
less and patriotic Founding Fathers. 

The history of Uganda from 1890 
up to this day could be summarised 
as “The price Uganda has paid for 
want of the values of the DP”. They 
are values that the DP has never 
compromised over. During the Lan-
caster House Independence Confer-
ence in June 1962, the DP delegation 
led by prime minister Benedicto 

Kiwanuka put forward a visionary 
proposal for a democratic and inde-
pendent Uganda in which the party 
with the majority of directly elected 
members in the Uganda parliament 
would form the government. The DP 
called its proposal ‘Direct election 
through universal adult suffrage of 
one man one vote. This was opposed 
by the Buganda Kingdom which 
wanted the Lukiko to be an electoral 
college for choosing Buganda repre-
sentatives to the Uganda Parliament. 
This was a unilateral attempt on the 
part of Buganda to maintain its au-
tonomy within Uganda. But it was 
a crude, selfish and undemocratic 
political manoeuvre because what 
was good for the goose was good for 
the gander. If federalism was good 
for Buganda then it was good too 
for Acholi, and Lango, Busoga, Bun-
yoro, Madi, Karamoja, Teso, Bukedi, 
Bugisu, Toro, West Nile, Ankole, Ki-
gezi and Sebei; all the fifteen nations 
that Uganda was made of. Neverthe-
less, Mengo insisted on its unilat-
eral approach and found an ally in 
the Uganda People’s Congress (UPC) 
led by Dr Apollo Milton Obote which 
supported the Buganda Kingdom 
position of parochialism. Dr Milton 
Obote said that “ much as I and my 
party the UPC prefer Buganda rep-
resentatives to be directly elected to 
Uganda parliament, nevertheless, 
the reality is that Mengo has refused 
these proposals and we have decid-
ed not to oppose Mengo”. When the 
Buganda Kingdom proposal was 
subsequently adopted the DP del-
egation led by prime minister Ben 
Kiwanuka walked out of the confer-
ence,  briefly, in protest. However, 
due to the support of the UPC and 
the colonial government, the Con-
ference decided to adopt the Bugan-
da Kingdom proposal for indirect 
election of Buganda representatives 
to the  Lukiko, which in turn would 
be an electoral college that would 
choose and nominate Buganda rep-
resentatives for the Uganda parlia-
ment. 
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”If federalism was 
good for Buganda 

then it was good too 
for Acholi, and Lango, 

Busoga, Bunyoro, 
Madi, Karamoja, Teso, 
Bukedi, Bugisu, Toro, 
West Nile, Ankole, Ki-
gezi and Sebei; all the 

fifteen nations that 
Uganda was made of. 
Nevertheless, Mengo 
insisted on its uni-

lateral approach and 
found an ally in the 

Uganda People’s Con-
gress (UPC) led by Dr 
Apollo Milton Obote 
which supported the 
Buganda Kingdom 

position of parochial-
ism. Dr Milton Obote 
said that “ much as 
I and my party the 

UPC prefer Buganda 
representatives to 

be directly elected to 
Uganda parliament, 

nevertheless, the real-
ity is that Mengo has 

refused these pro-
posals and we have 

decided not to oppose 
Mengo”

Shortly after the London conference 
the UPC moved closer and cemented 
its political marriage to the Buganda 
Kingdom. The Kabaka Yekka (KY) 
which was specifically started to 
champion the cause for Buganda’s 
constitutional supremacy began ne-
gotiation for a political alliance with 
the UPC in the lead up to the gener-
al election which led to an electoral 
pact between the two parties and an 
agreement on a joint UPC/KY gov-
ernment should they win the forth-
coming election. The “Alliance” was 
masterminded  by Obote’s erstwhile 
friend in the UNC/UPC turned KY 
Abu Mayanya and Kabaka Mutesa’s 
lifelong friend, confidant and Sec-
retary-General of KY, Daudi Ocheng. 
Dr Obote promised that if their alli-
ance won the forthcoming general 
election, as they were almost certain 
to do, the Kabaka would be made 
president of Uganda. In the event, KY 
had 21 representatives UPC 37 and 
DP 24. Thus the UPC and KY  formed 
a joint government with Kabaka Mu-
tesa as president and Dr Milton Obo-
te the executive prime minister. Ben 
Kiwanuka warned that the UPC/KY 
alliance would soon cause Uganda 
serious political problems because 
it had no foundation in Uganda’s 
constitution and it disenfranchised 
voters in Buganda. That the alliance 
was unprincipled, unconstitutional 
and dangerous. Obote retorted that 
“Kiwanuka and the DP regard prin-
ciple as a fetish, while I and the UPC 
are pragmatic”. 

In September 1964 the UPC/KY joint 
government unravelled when Bu-
ganda lost Buyaga and Bugangaizi 
counties after the two counties vot-
ed in the Referendum to revert to 
Bunyoro. The Kabaka accused Obote 
of treachery. According to former 
DP President General Dr Paul K. Sse-
mogerere, “The 1962 elections pro-
duced a government which was con-
ceived on fraud, by the admission of 
its architects. The UPC faction felt 
that they had a wrong partner in KY, 
and the KY faction also felt that they 
had a wrong partner. So only two 
years after independence the alli-
ance collapsed, the monarchy was 
destroyed and Obote sought a new 
ally in the military. In 1971 Obote’s 
alliance with the military also col-
lapsed, he was deposed by the mili-
tary and fled to exile”. 
The biggest losers of the failed UPC/
KY alliance was the people of Ugan-
da. The country was let down by two 
political parties; the UPC and KY,  

and politicians who craved pow-
er and egotism at the expense of 
constitutionalism. Thousands of 
Ugandans were killed by their gov-
ernments. The collapse of the Obo-
te government demonstrated that 
the wounds inflicted on Buganda 
during the 1966 troubles could not 
be localised to Buganda as it soon 
spread to all parts of the country. 
Nation-building demands TRUTH 
AND JUSTICE for all. 

The fall of Iddi Amin and the 1980 
general election presented Ugan-
dans with an opportunity to start 
anew. Many well-meaning Ugan-
dans wanted a legitimate govern-
ment because of lessons drawn 
from the 1962 general election 
which brought about an unstable 
and illegitimate government re-
sulting in chaos and destruction. 
According to Dr Paul Ssemogerere, 
“the gulf which existed between the 
DP and the supporters of KY in Bu-
ganda had been bridged”. Had the 
election been free and fair Uganda 
would have got a stable and legit-
imate DP government. However, 
Paulo Mwanga issued Proclamation 
No.9, which stopped returning of-
ficers from announcing the results 
but instead take all the results to his 
office. As chairman of the Military 
Commission Paulo Mwanga was ac-
cused by DP of announcing doctored 
results. Like in 1890 under Lugard, 
in 1966 under Obote and 1971 under 
Iddi Amin once again it was the sol-
diers and the army and not the peo-
ple of Uganda that decided on who 
governed them. The UPC party pres-
ident Dr Milton Obote publicly chal-
lenged Dr Ssemogerere to “show me 
his generals”. The UPC was declared 
by Paulo Mwanga to be the winner 
of the 1980 general election and the 
DP felt that once again Ugandans 
had been cheated through election 
fraud. According to Dr Ssemogere-
re “There were strong calls for boy-
cotting Parliament, and very strong 
voices for going to the bush (and 
fight the government of Dr Obote). 
In the end, the national council of 
the Democratic Party gathered at 
the Rubaga social hall and decided 
democratically to take up DP seats 
in Parliament. 

Yoweri Museveni who had also been 
a presidential candidate and whose 
party Uganda Freedom Movement 
(UFM) won only one parliamentary 
seat and was defeated in his con-
stituency, however, decided to go to 
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“According to DP pres-
ident general, Norbert 
Mao “Uganda’s biggest 

problem is a dicta-
torship. All the other 
problems stem from 
this one major prob-
lem. Due to dictator-

ship, the government is 
not accountable. Public 
resources are abused 

with reckless abandon. 
Security forces are 

there for the protection 
of the regime instead 
of protecting the peo-
ple. This toxic com-
bination has turned 

Uganda into a failing 
state”.  According to Dr 
Busingye Kabumba, a 
lecturer-in- Law, in the 
Faculty of Law, Mak-
erere University: “The 
constitution is irre-

trievably broken and a 
new social contract is 

required”

the bush and fight the Obote gov-
ernment militarily. During the cam-
paigns, Mr Museveni had repeatedly 
warned that he would go to the bush 
if the election was rigged.  A civil war 
soon broke out with the theatre of 
war being the ‘Luwero Triangle’ in 
Buganda from 1980-1986.  It is esti-
mated that half a million Ugandans 
were killed or died from the effect of 
the war. The civil war between the 
UPC faction of Dr Milton  Obote and 
the National Resistance Army (NRA) 
faction of Yoweri Museveni was 
brought about because politicians 
sought to use soldiers and the army 
to impose government over the peo-
ple of Uganda. 

The NRA has been in power for 35 
years during which time civil wars 
were fought in northern, eastern 
and western Uganda, in which hun-
dreds of thousands of Ugandans 
were killed or died from the effect 
of the war. In all the affected areas 
entire communities lost their prop-
erties including houses, cattle, land 
and cultural heritage. It is quite 
clear that the thirty-five years of 
the NRA/NRM rule has been hinged 
on the force of the military and not 
the democratic will of Ugandans. A 
dictatorship government has been 
imposed over the people of Uganda 
against which they seemingly have 
no recourse. Attempts to participate 
democratically in all the elections 
since the NRM/NRA seized power 
in 1986  have been met by severe 
violence from the security forc-
es especially the police, and many 
people have been killed, injured and 
maimed. The NRM government of 
President Museveni has established 
a predatory economy in which the 
rich few exploit the poor millions 
of Ugandans using the vital educa-
tion, health and agriculture sectors 
which have largely succumbed to 
profiteering by the political class 
and civil servants who double as 
private sector providers, creating 
the worst form of conflict of inter-
est. Corruption is at an alarming 
proportion and the government is 
either unwilling or unable to restore 
clean leadership in both the civil 
service and among politicians. Agri-
culture which is the mainstay of 80 
% of the Ugandan population many 
of them living in the rural areas has 
collapsed leading to rural-urban 
migration by the youth in search of 
non-existent jobs

Why has it come to this? According 

to DP president general, Norbert 
Mao “Uganda’s biggest problem is a 
dictatorship. All the other problems 
stem from this one major problem. 
Due to dictatorship, the government 
is not accountable. Public resourc-
es are abused with reckless aban-
don. Security forces are there for 
the protection of the regime instead 
of protecting the people. This tox-
ic combination has turned Uganda 
into a failing state”.  According to Dr 
Busingye Kabumba, a lecturer-in- 
Law, in the Faculty of Law, Makerere 
University: “The constitution is ir-
retrievably broken and a new social 
contract is required”. 

Thomas Jefferson, one of the Amer-
ican Founding Fathers wrote: “The 
two enemies of the people are crim-
inals and government, so let us tie 
down the second with the chains of 
the Constitution so the second will 
not become the legalised version of 
the first.” With a broken constitution 
both criminals are out there tor-
menting Ugandans. 

Pilipo Oruni Oloya is a Ugandan liv-
ing in the UK and a member of the 
Democratic Party. He is the author 
of the book ‘What is Right for Ugan-
da.
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By Aisha Waliggo
President, DP Women’s League

The DP women league lead-
ers organised a luncheon 
in honour of the woman 
MP Hon Fortunate Naton-

go. Hon Fortunate is the only DP 
woman MP that won the elections 
in the 2021 race replacing her late 
Mum Hon Robbinah Ssentongo who 
passed away shortly after she was 
nominated Kyotera District woman 
MP on the DP ticket. 

Hon Fortunate is a lawyer by profes-
sion. She was voted by the people of 
Kyotera to continue with what her 
Mum had started and she was en-
dorsed by the Party and ran a cam-
paign that resulted in winning the 
seat. She is currently the shadow 
minister for gender and community 
development.

The leadership of the league felt it 
was necessary to bond with Hon 
Fortunate, congratulate her upon 
the victory and put in place a good 
working relationship between the 
league and the Honourable member 
of Parliament.

The luncheon was held at Roots 
restaurant in Nakasero Kampala 
on Friday 4th September 2021. It 
was attended by the Women Parlia-
mentary group members including 
Hon Babirye Kabanda from Masaka 
district also DP National Treasurer, 
Hon Aisha Waliggo from Kalungu 
district who is also the President 
of the women league, Hon Wabu-
za Lydia for Kayunga district, Hon. 
Tyna Namuyanja from Lwengo, Hon 
Esther Nakawooya from Nakaseke, 
Hon Sumaya Muwonge of Kampala 
district, Hon Pamela Namuyanja of 
Bukomansimbi, Hon Annet Nakyan-
ja Mawejje Councillor Wakiso dis-
trict also National women secretary, 
Hon Owek Christine Kasule Muger-
wa the DP deputy secretary General,  
Hon. Maxensia Nakibuuka Takil-
ambule the PWD NEC representa-
tive, Hon Sarah Adong from Zom-
bo district also the vice president 
of the league and last but not least 
Hajati Ssesanga Hadhija the former 
woman leader Kampala district. The 

special guest of the day was the Na-
tional Publicity Secretary, Mr Okoler 
Opio Lo Amanu.

The team took turns to congratu-
late the Honorable MP, sharing their 
own experiences, giving advice and 
offering support and assuring her 
that DP women are behind her in 
every aspect. Notably, Hon Sarah 
Adong assured her of support with 
the media and Hon Sumaya with a 
promise to help her in public speak-
ing and communication in general.

Hon Wabuza Lydia’s advice was to 
recruit as many women as possi-
ble to the party. Tyna advised her 
to target and bring at least 20 DP 
women to Parliament. Hon Esther 
Nakawooya emphasised building 
strong networks for it helped her a 
lot in her campaign. Annet the sec-
retary emphasised teamwork not to 
leave any woman behind, especially 
the very few women that withstood 
the Storm. It’s very important for 
one not to forget the people one 
starts with at the very beginning of 
the political journey. Hajati Ssesan-
ga spoke specifically on being happy 
always. Saying this works for her all 
the time.

“Hon Esther Na-
kawooya emphasised 
building strong net-

works for it helped her 
a lot in her campaign. 

Annet the secretary 
emphasised teamwork 
not to leave any woman 

behind, especially the 
very few women that 
withstood the Storm. 

It’s very important for 
one not to forget the 

people one starts with 
at the very beginning of 

the political journey”

The DP Women’s League Meet Hon. 
Rose Fortunate Nantongo

Hon Aisha Waliggo thanked Hon 
Fortunate for sparing time amidst 
her busy schedule. She also appreci-
ated the team of women leaders for 
being supportive whenever called 
upon. She further appreciated Hon. 
Babirye Kabanda for seeing to it that 
the league gets a budget approved 
for the implementation of planned 

activities.

She said currently the league is 
working so hard to ensure that the 

Unveiled Logo of DP Women’s
League.
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From left to right: Pamela Namuyanja, Sumaya Muwonge, Owek. Kasule Mugerwa, Owek Babirye Kabanda, 
Esther Nakawooya, Aisha Waliggo, Hon. Fortunate  Natongo, Nakyanja Annet Mawejje, Christine Namuyanja, 
Wabuza Lydia and Maxensia Takilambule (Seated)

charter is completed and opera-
tionalised. The major focus is to 
set up full women structures at the 
national, district, and constituen-
cy levels. She assured the MP of full 
support and especially rejuvenating 
the grassroots structures through 
training women in leadership and 
putting in place income-generating 
activities.
Hon Christine Mugerwa gave her 
words of encouragement too, shar-
ing experiences from a wide range 
of leadership positions she has held 
in the Women movement fraternity, 
Buganda Government, as a lawyer, 
and currently as a senior official of 
the Democratic party. She pledged 
support to the league in terms of 
building its capacity, fundraising, 
and playing an advisory role. She 
promised the MP to help her build 

networks with civil society Organ-
isations like UWONET, FOWODE, 
NAWOU, WDN, etc where she has 
personal connections. This will help 
her especially in policy advocacy for 
her ministry.

Hon Babirye Kabanda one of the 
most senior and experienced pol-
iticians the party has given in lots 

of encouraging words and tips and 
attributes that make the life of a 
parliamentarian easy. She empha-
sised the need to identify a mes-
sage and stick to that until it makes 
an impact. In her case, she built 
her brand around education. Many 
people know her for that. She has 
constructed multi-million dollar 
schools in several districts and she 
continues to do so. She advised Hon  
Fortunate Nantongo to find one or 
two things to focus on.

She pledged full support to the 
youth and women leagues espe-
cially through lobbying for funds. 
She offered 300 T-shirts to rebrand 
both the women and youth leagues. 
“We can start a 15m Project for the 
league” she suggested. Hon Fortu-
nate replied by offering a 5m pledge. 

Other members also gave the Hon-
ourable remarkable advice. Hon. 
Maxensia Takilambule talked last 
but almost touched every aspect 
of leadership. She emphasised the 
need to have a think tank. Some few 
trusted individuals to run to for ad-
vice in good and bad times. The need 
for balancing one’s time and the 

importance of not forgetting one’s 
roots.
She quoted a verse from the Bible: 
1Tim.4:12

In conclusion, the meeting was very 
fruitful. Hon. Fortunate Nantongo 
assured the leaders that she was 
ready to work with the league, that 
she would be engaging in whatever 
activity the league does especially in 
her district of Kyotera. She appreci-
ated all the advice given to her and 
that it was just that she was first set-
tling down in her role as the shadow 
minister of gender. She said that she 
felt more than ready to start. What 
crowned the occasion was offering a 
gift to the MP. This was done by the 
National Publicity Secretary. He also 
appreciated the love the women of 
DP showed him.

The cake that blessed the meeting in 
picture.
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Should Capital Offenders Be Allowed To 
Apply For Bail?

By Okoler Opio Lo Amanu
DP Spokesperson ?

Constitutionalism and Rule 
of Law involve promoting 
and maintaining the inde-
pendence of the judiciary 

as provided under article 128 of the 
Constitution of Uganda, this arti-
cle emanates from the discretion-
ary powers of the judicial officers. 
It forms the foundation of Judge-
ments in Courts of Law without 
which there can be a miscarriage 
of Justice.

Article 23(6) provides for the discre-
tionary power of judicial officers to 
grant bail. It states that, ‘a person is 
entitled to apply to the court to be 
released on bail, and the court may 
grant that person bail on such con-
ditions as the court considers rea-
sonable’.
 
There is an ongoing debate as to 
whether or not a constitutional en-
titlement to apply for bail should 
be denied to Capital offenders. The 
President even called the NRM cau-
cus to discuss the matter, he con-
tends that bail is not a constitutional 
right, only the right to apply for bail 
is guaranteed by the constitution. 
He argues that bail should be de-
nied to those charged with capital 
offences. Of course there is no such 
a thing as bail being constitutional, 
if it were so then bail would man-
datorily be granted whenever it is 
sought, on the contrary, this isn’t the 
case. Many suspects across the di-
vide of cases have been denied bail 
on application, the discretion to de-
termine whether or not the bail ap-

plication succeeds is resident in the 
trial judicial officer before whom the 
application is made.

The President is infuriated by how 
judicial officers exercise the dis-
cretionary power granted to them 
by the law while determining mat-
ters of the bail application. Unfor-
tunately, the President has wrong-
ly christened the problem, he has 
not identified it by name, his mind 
is preoccupied with the diatribe of 
the imagination of suspects of cap-
ital offences moving freely on the 
streets when the victims of such of-
fences are either dead or gravely in-
jured. He doesn’t appear to consider 
innocent people kept under incar-
ceration pending completion of in-
vestigations. He needs to balance 
the interests of the accused persons 
who are presumed innocent until 
found guilty. That said we agree that 
under the constitution what is con-
stitutional is the right to apply for 
bail not bail per se.

Moreover, it is clear that the Presi-
dent’s initiative doesn’t seek to re-
move bail or the right to apply for it, 
he rather seeks to nullify the discre-
tionary power of judicial officers in 
matters of the bail application. The 
effect of the order he seeks to estab-
lish should be motivation enough 
for all right-thinking members of 
society to fight and quell the attempt 
to usurp the power of the court. The 
president is invading the indepen-
dence of the judiciary. Defenders of 
the Constitution should resist this 

u n w a r r a n t e d 
invasion. 

In the mind of 
the President, 
suspects of cap-
ital offences are 
criminals and 
yet petty of-
fenders aren’t. 
But stratifying 
and qualifying 
offenders that 
deserve to apply 
for bail would 

mean the introduction of two legal 
systems namely, Civil law and Com-
mon law. According to the President, 
these suspects are guilty until prov-
en innocent while those of petty of-
fences pursuant to article 28(3)a of 
the constitution are innocent until 
proved guilty by a court of compe-
tent jurisdiction.

The crux of implementing these 
two systems concomitantly is that 
the laws of Uganda are founded on 
a common law system and civil law 
is unconstitutional therefore it re-
quires a complete system overhaul 
of the country’s jurisprudence for us 
to blend the two.

The independence of court is al-
ready watered down enough and an 
attempt to control the discretionary 
power of judicial officers in matters 
of bail application will only serve to 
fail the judicial independence fur-
ther. Whether he succeeds or not, 
holding this debate in itself has the 
effect of influencing Judicial offi-
cers with fiduciary relations with 
the President as the same would be 
moved to exercise such power but to 
satisfy the desires of the patron be-
cause this debate has made it clear.

Lastly, removing bail application on 
some cases amounts to judicial mob 
justice in itself against the suspects 
because it amounts to making one 
guilty before trial and that is exact-
ly what the president is doing, call-
ing suspects criminals. This should 
be condemned by all right-thinking 
members of society including reli-
gious leaders, politicians, cultural 
leaders, the media and all opinion 
leaders to condemn and thwart the 
move that is intended to jeopardize 
the dispensation of Justice in the 
Country.

www.egumire.com  Fortnightly Bulletin   Issue 5 /2021   October 12 - 26 October 11



By Norbert Mao
President General DP 

Random thoughts on African liberation, 
Nyerere and Museveni’s neo-Pan-Africanism 

“Where is the economic and strate-
gic centre of gravity for the African 
race? When you see black people 
suffering almost everywhere - in Af-
rica, the USA, Brazil, etc., it is partly 
on account of lacking this centre of 
gravity?” This was the most import-
ant question that President Musev-
eni posed in his inaugural speech 
after taking the presidential oath for 
the seventh time.

Museveni was at his most passion-
ate while lamenting the African 
condition and railing at the west-
ern powers that “lecture” Africans 
about democracy? This brought to 
mind the gospel of Luke. Luke 6:41-
42 says “And why do you look at the 
speck in your brother’s eye, but do 
not perceive the plank in your own 
eye? Or how can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the 
speck that is in your eye,’ when you 
yourself do not see the plank that 
is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First 
remove the plank from your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly 
to remove the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye.” This gospel is a call 
to humility. And it cuts both ways. It 
denounces the holier thank you atti-
tude that afflicts humanity. 

We can say a lot about the failures of 
the systems the western world seek 
to hold up as a standard for all but 
we cannot ignore the overwhelm-
ing evidence of abuse of power that 
litters our landscape. This evidence 
demands a verdict. 

As a university student, I followed 
keenly the Ali Mazrui and the Ngugi 
wa Thiong’o frameworks of thought. 
Mazrui seemed to build his critiques 

of reality on a racial foundation. His 
BBC series, “The Africans” was laud-
ed worldwide. Ngugi builds his cri-
tique on class. Museveni appears to 
straddle the two approaches but his 
emphasis seems to be on the race. 
Whichever school of thought one 
embraces, the reality is before us. 
The only way for Africa to stop being 
a playground for the powerful coun-
tries of the world is for Africa to be-
come a battleground whose cause is 
total liberation - cultural, economic, 
political!

We may denounce the meddlers 
from outside but our words will ring 
hollow unless we take control of our 
political destiny, develop a culture 
of respecting our constitution and 
build the state institutions that give 
meaning to our values. Giving lec-
tures on democracy and giving eco-
nomic advice and loans on terrible 
terms are both forms of meddling. 
We can ignore unsolicited advice 
but how can we ignore the economic 
baits that cripple our long term eco-
nomic independence. Why do we cut 
counterproductive deals for the ex-
ploitation of our natural resources? 
Shouldn’t we embrace Julius Nyere-
re’s view that our mineral wealth is 
safer under the ground until we can 
exploit them meaningfully? 

But that will not happen unless we 
get our politics in order. In the NRM 
Ten Point Program Museveni admit-
ted that economic prosperity allows 
for meaningful participation of citi-
zens in the political life of the coun-
try but concludes that “...the im-
mediate problem of Uganda is not 
economic, but political. When the 
political questions were mishan-

“We can ignore unso-
licited advice but how 
can we ignore the eco-
nomic baits that crip-
ple our long term eco-
nomic independence. 
Why do we cut coun-

terproductive deals for 
the exploitation of our 

natural resources?”
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”We cannot however talk about 
Pan-Africanism and African 
liberation without talking 
about Tanzania’s founding 

father Julius Nyerere. This is the 
leader considered by President 

Museveni to be the greatest 
African towering over the likes 

of Kwame Nkrumah and Nelson 
Mandela. In reviewing Julius 

Nyerere’s political philosophy 
we have to ask whether Musev-
eni is an authentic disciple of 
the great Mwalimu or does he 
only pay lip service to a great 

Pan Africanist?”
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dled, the economic problem ensued; 
and unless the political question is 
amicably resolved, there will be no 
economic recovery in Uganda.”

No talk of African unity should be 
allowed to divert us from rejecting 
the crumbs of ritualistic elections 
every five years and demanding the 
full loaf democracy. As Shakespeare 
wrote in Julius Caesar “The fault, 
dear Brutus is not in our stars, but 
ourselves that we are underlings.” 

That brings us to the subject of liber-
ation. Liberation is a struggle involv-
ing power. It is about confronting 
those who abuse power by empow-
ering the powerless. Pan-African-
ism is a means to an end not an end 
in itself. It is about uniting Africans 
for liberation. 

We cannot however talk about 
Pan-Africanism and African liber-
ation without talking about Tanza-
nia’s founding father Julius Nyere-
re. This is the leader considered by 
President Museveni to be the great-
est African towering over the likes of 
Kwame Nkrumah and Nelson Man-
dela. In reviewing Julius Nyerere’s 
political philosophy we have to ask 
whether Museveni is an authentic 
disciple of the great Mwalimu or 
does he only pay lip service to a great 
Pan Africanist?

While receiving an honorary doc-
torate from the University of Toron-
to in 1969, Julius Nyerere shared the 
essence of his political philosophy 
in his acceptance speech. He said: 
“Tanzania must support the libera-
tion struggle…  regardless of the po-
litical philosophy of those who are 
conducting the struggle. If they are 
capitalists, we must support them, 
if they are liberals, we must support 
them, if they are communists, we 
must support them, if they are so-
cialists, we must support them. We 
support them as nationalists. The 
right of a man to stand upright like 
a human being in his own country 
comes before questions of the kind 
of society he will create once he has 
that right. Freedom is the only thing 
that  matters until it is won.”

In 1980, in an address to diplomats in 
Arusha during a conference on  ‘Re-
structuring the international mon-
etary system,’ Mwalimu Nyerere 
said: “When did the  IMF  become an  
International  Ministry of  Finance? 
When did nations agree to surren-

der to it their power of decision 
making? Your  Excellencies, it is this 
growing power of the  IMF  and the 
irresponsible and arrogant way in 
which it is being wielded against the  
Poor that has forced me to use my 
opportunity to make these unusual 
remarks in a  New  Year  Speech to 
you.  The problems of my country 
and other  Third  World countries 
are grave enough without the polit-
ical interference of  IMF  officials. If  
they  cannot  help  at  the  very  least  
they  should  stop  meddling.”

As we reflect on Uganda’s indepen-
dence we can only recall with admi-
ration Nyerere’s strong stand when-
ever the financial inducements of 
the Western powers clashed with 
his principles. Nyerere never ac-
cepted foreign aid if it came with 
unacceptable conditionalities.  He 
put Tanzania’s independence first. 
For instance, he turned down West 
German financial aid for the sake of 
Zanzibar’s independence. He reject-
ed British aid for the sake of Rhode-
sia’s independence and the sake of 
Namibian and South African inde-
pendence refused American aid and 
defied Ronald Reagan.

It was ironical that he remained 
at loggerheads with Idi Amin even 
when they both supported Pales-
tinian independence denounced 
Israel during the 1973 Arab-Israel 
war. Nyerere didn’t only speak out 
against the war. He closed the Israeli 
Embassy in Dar es Salaam. In 1974 
he opened the Palestinian Embassy. 
The flag of that Embassy still flies in 
the Tanzanian capital to date.

Nyerere’s contribution to the oust-
ing of Idi Amin, the success of his 
strategies in the liberation of South-
ern Africa and his giving a unique 
voice to the developing countries 
through his work in the South Com-
mission left an undying legacy 
of visionary leadership. This is in 
stark contrast to Museveni’s inter-
ventions in some countries notably 
Congo and South Sudan where the 
bloodletting continues with no end 
in sight. 

The predicament of Africa requires 
leadership in the ilk of Nyerere. He 
laid the foundations for a peaceful, 
united and stable Tanzania. Tan-
zania has managed many peaceful 
leadership transitions. The ruling 
party may not have changed but 
leaders have changed. In Uganda, 

since our independence 59 years 
ago, we are yet to witness one peace-
ful change of government. This is 
the biggest debt President Museveni 
and the NRM owes Ugandans.
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